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Abstract 

The paper investigated the impact ofattitudes toward educational research among Library and 

Information Science Undergraduates in Delta State Universitj’, Abraka, Nigeria. Thiee research 

questions and one research hypothesis were formulated to guide the study with the questionnaire 

as the sole instrument for the study. The expo-facto research design was adopted in the study 

with a population of 289 undergraduates (300 and 400 level) drawn from the Department 

ofLibrary and Information Science, while the descriptive and inferential statistical tool were 

used to analyze the data generated from the administered copies of the questionnaire. The 

findings of this study revealed that the attitude of undergraduates towards educational research 

is prompted by several factors. The study also revealed that educational research is .very 

important to Library and Information Science programme. It was equally revealed in the study 

that the attitude of undergraduates has immense impact towards their educational research 

output and there Ls no significant difference between 300 and 400 level undergraduates and 

their attitudes toward educational research. Based on the aforementioned findings, it was 

recommended that seminal/workshop should be introduced as part of undergraduates’ curricula 

activities as a channel through which the factors responsible for their exhibition of negative 

attitudes towards educational research will be discussed and possible solutions provided. 

Keywords: Attitude, Educational Research, Impact, Undergraduates, 

Library and Information Science. 

Background to the Study 

On of the basic requirements for the award of bachelor degree in 

Library and Information Science is the completion of educational research project by each 

student. The research to be carried out by the undergraduates involve carefully articulated topic 
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on pressing and current issues in line with the student’s discipline and the technical application 

of the scientific procedures for carrying out a research work. The title must be carefully 

structured, concise and clearly showing the independent and dependent variables. As obtainable 

in the 21st Century, educational research has been rated as one of the key asset available to every 

human being in contributing, changing and bringing to lime light the current happenings around 

them (Oguan, Bernal & Pinca, 2014). Educational research gives room for one to bring his/her 

wealth of experience! knowledge to bare, reveal current issues, proffer solutions to pressing 

needs! issues and help to advance diverse man’s activities, likes, education, businesses, politics, 

science, etc. 

Research according to Bandele (as cited in Bandele & Adebule, 2013), “is a way or 

process of finding solutions to existing problems or issues” (P. 98). It is a way of advancing 

knowledge, while reducing ignorance or uncertainty among the knowledge society. Educational 

research is technical in nature with one step leading to another before generalization can be made 

based on the research findings which must be in line with the research questions raised and 

hypotheses established in the study. Educational research entails or encompasses all the 

techniques in structuring he title, collecting, organizing, analyzing and interpreting information 

in order to advance understanding of the issue(s) under study by the person carrying the research 

(Swindoll, 2012). The brain or motive behind every successful research is to advance knowledge 

in that discipline and equally make the research findings known to others. In line with this 

assertion, Fishbein and Ajzen (as cited in Shaukat, Siddiquah, Abiodullah & Akbar, 2014) state 

that “educational research is an avenue for students to advance tbeir learning experience and the 

avenue for students to develop high personal and professional skills (P. 112). 

Despite the enormous importance associated with educational research in advancing 

human knowledge and the immense benefits that arc derived by undergraduates if they give the 

necessary attention to it, it has been observed from previous research carried out by scholars and 

the research outcome of undergraduates, that there is indeed a big neglect on the part of the 

students. This neglect may be attributed to their attitudes toward educational research, because 

attitude whether positive or negative toward a particular subject, affects the students’ 

perfonnance (Shaukat, Siddiquah, Abiodullah & Akbar, 2014). Undergraduates’ attitude as 

regards to the topic of discussion, include their emotions, beliefs, behaviours, interactions, 

reactions, likes, dislikes, etc. towards educational research (Zan & Martino, 2007). These 

attributes enumerated as it relates to attitude, defines the outcome of the educational research 

carried out by undergraduates in Library and Information Science. A positive attitude towards 

educational research will definitely yield a positive research output, while a negative attitude 

towards educational research will definitely yield a poor or a next to nothing research output. It 

is based on the poor research output by undergraduates of Library and Information Science 

over the years, that the research seek to find out the impact of attitude on the educational 

research. 
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Statement of the Problem 

Educational research is one of the building blocks in developed society, because 

government, educational experts, professionals and other relevant authorities rely on it as a 

beaming light that points to the direction of things and how it should be. But much attention has 

not been given to it in developing societies and this informed the attitude towards educational 

research projects by undergraduates. This statement farther support the assertion that was made 

by Shaukat, Siddiquah, Abiodullah and Akbar (2014, p. 112) that “several research have been 

carried out to ascertained the attitude of researchers toward educational research and it was 

discovered that there exist a negative attitude exhibited towards it”. If a negative attitude has 

been established to exist towards educational research by other reputable scholars, then -the 

reason behind the poor educational research among undergraduates of Library and Information 

Science in Delta State University, Abraka is not farfetched. These assumptions call for concern, 

hence, this study was set out to investigate the impact of attitudes towards educational research 

among Library and Information Science Undergraduates in Delta State University, Abraka 

Research Questions 

The following research questions were generated as a pointer to this study 

1. What are the factors responsible for undergraduates’ attitude towards educational 

research? 

2. What is the importance of educational research to library and Information Science 

Programme? 

3. What is the impact of undergraduates’ attitude on educational research output? 

4. What is the attitude of 300 level undergraduates toward statistical and other related 

mathematical courses? 

Hypothesis 

The following stated hypothesis has been formulated to guide this study and was tested at 

0.05 alpha level. 

There is no significance difference between 300 and 400 Level undergraduates and their attitudes 

towards educational research 
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REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This section dwells specifically on the review of related literature in line with the 

research questions that were raised in chapter one of the study. 

Factors Responsible for Undergraduates’ Attitude towards Educational Research 

The exhibition of certain attitude whether positive or negative toward educational 

research over the years has been an issue of major concern to experts in higher institutions of 

learning in Nigeria and in the world over. It was established that there exist a negative attitude 

towards educational research in relation to courses in statistics, mathematics, etc. as shown in 

different studies that were carried out by renowned scholars, such as: Shaukat, Siddiquah, 

Abiodullah and Akbar (2014), Sabzwari, Kauserand arid Khuwaja (2009), Siemens, Punnen, 

Wong and Kanji (2010), Papanastasiou (2005), Zan and Martino (2007), etc. However, there are 

several factors whether internal (individual differences) or external (learning environment), that 

are indirectly responsible for the exhibition of negative attitudes toward educational research and 

other related courses in mathematics and statistics by undergraduates. These could be associated 

with lack of interest in educational research, inadequate literature search skills on the part of the 

students, students’ anxiety toward statistical courses, inadequate background knowledge on how 

to conduct educational research, inadequate time allotted for carrying out educational research, 

too much academic work load, fear of approaching the project supervisor, etc. in the same clime, 

a recent study carried out by Ojo (2007) and Onwuegbuzie (2003), on undergraduates who 

enrolled in research and statistical related courses as a bedrock for them to carry out their 

research projects. It was discovered that the students were extremely frightened at these courses 

and would have preferred to take alternative courses if not that it was one of the core 

requirements for graduation. 

Importance of Educational Research N Library and luformation Science Programme 

Research in general is a phenomenon that has come to stay in today’s aue 10 tue quest D 

man to seek for solutions to mirage stirring them in the face. This assertion was affirmed by 

(as cited in Bandele & Adebule, 2013) that “educational research is one of the ways of advancing 

human knowledge, finding solutions to pressing human problems, creating the basis upon which 

decisions can be taken, instituting new discoveries, enhancing contemporary status evidence, 

aiding educational innovations and also helping to improve on educational services” (P. 99). Tn 

the same vein, Nwapachu (as cited in Ojo, 2007) observed that educational research act as a 

catalyst for new discoveries, an avenue for building on existing literature or human knowledge. 

Educational research is also a way of advancing undergraduates’ thinking skills, preparing them 

to face real life changes with squared shoulders and a way of engaging students in independent 

studies, etc. 
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Impact of Undergraduates’ Attitude on Educational Research Output 

The attitude one has towards a particular thing or subject, determines to a great extent the 

interest and amount of effort that would be devoted to it and its corresponding outcOme. 

Walters, Martelli, Zakrajset and Popovich (as cited in Papanastasiou, 2005) posited that the 

attitude one has towards a subject influences the amount of effort that would be expended on 

learning the subject and the consequent selection of related subjects in the future by the student. 

There exists a downward trend in thS output of educational research carried out by 

undergraduates which is at variance with the gold standards of excellence that were sought by 

pioneer educationist (Ojo, 2007). Invariably, the attitude of undergraduates is indirectly 

responsible for the poor research output registered among undergraduates, inadequate motivation 

to carry out research, inefficiency! poor research skills displayed during research process, 

inability to structure a good research topic, formulate a clear research questions or testable 

research hypotheses, inability to analyse data, inability to write a good summary, conclusion and 

recommendations, apply APA style of referencing, review related literature, etc (Rezaei & 

Zamani-miandashti, 2013). 

RESEARCH METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

The study is quantitative in nature, hence, the expo-facto research design was employed 

by the research in order to objectively describe the current phenomenon of the outcome of the 

data collected from the respondents. The population for this study was 206 respondents, 

consisting of 300 and 400 level undergraduates of Library and Information Science in Delta State 

University, Abraka. The questionnaire was used as the sole research instrument, while the data 

that were generated from the administered copies of the questionnaire, were analyzed using 

descriptive and inferential statistical tools. 

DATA PRESENTATION, FINDINGS ANALYSIS 

This chapter is restricted to data presentation, analysis and discussion of the findings. This 

chapter addresses issues relating to the questionnaire response rate, answering of the research 

questions/discussion of the findings and testing of the research hypothesis/ discussion of the findings. 
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Questionnaire Response Rate 

Data relating to the questionnaire response rate was presented in Table 1. 

Table 1: Questionnaire Response Rate 

  

Administered copies Returned Copies Percentage 

  

  
289 206 1% 

      

As revealed in Table 1, a total of 289 copies of the cii distributed while 206(71%) copies of them 

were re rate of 71% is considered adequate for the study and can be niade on the studied 

population. This re conformity with the standard and acceptable response which is 60% and 

above (Dulle, Minish-Majanja & Cloete, 2010). 

Answering of the Research Questions/Discussion 

This section provides answers to the research questions that were formulated in chapter 

one of this study and are present in Tables 1, 2 and 3. 

Research Question One: What are the factors responsible for undergraduates’ attitude towards 

educational research? 

Table 1: Factors responsible for undergraduates’ attitude towards educational research 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

        

Options Mean 

Lack of interest in educational research 2.47 

Inadequate literature search skills 2.79 

Anxiety towards statistical courses 3.00 

Inadequate background knowledge on how to conduct educational 2.94 

research 

Inadequate time allotted for carrying out educational research 3.02 

Fear of approaching the project supervisor 2.71 

Unavailability of relevant literature to carry out the research project 2.93 

Aggregate Mean 2.86 

Criterion Mean 2.50 
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Table 1 shows that different factors are responsible for undergraduates’ exhibition of certain 

attitude towards educational research, this is because the aggregate mean of 2.86 is higher than the crite 

ion mean of 2.50. Thus, factors such as: inadequate literature search skills, anxiety towards statistical 

courses, inadequate background knowledge on how to conduct educational research, inadequate time 

allotted for carrying out educational research, too much academic work load and unavailability of relevant 

literature to carry out the research project are found to be responsible for undergraduates’ negative 

attitude towards educational research. The finding from this study buttressed that of by Ojo (2007) and 

Onwuegbuzie (2003), which studied undergraduates who enrolled in research and statistical related 

courses as bedrock for them to carry out their research projects. It was discovered that the students were 

extremely frightened at these courses and would have preferred to take alternative courses if not that it 

was one of the core requirements for graduation. 

Research Question Two: What is the importance of educational research to Library and Information 

Science Programme? 

Data providing answers to this question is presented in Table 2. 

Table 2: Importance of Educational Research to Library and Information Science 

Programme 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

      
  

Options Mean 

Advancement of human knowledge 3.59 

Finding solutions to pressing issues in my discipline 3.59 

Instituting new discoveries 3.30 

Creating the basis upon which decisions can be taken 3.19 

Enhancing contemporary evidence in my discipline 3.10 

Aiding educational/library and information science innovations 3.35 

Improving on educational/library services 3.44 

An avenue for building on existing literature or human knowledge 3.39 

Advancing undergraduates’ thinking skills 3.38 

Aggregate Mean 3.35 

Criterion Mean 2.50 

Data in Table 2 reveals the importance of educational research to Library and 

Information Science Programme. This is because & aggregate mean of 3.35 is higher than the 
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criterion mean of 2.50. These include the advancement of human knowledge, solutions to 

pressing issues, instituting new discoveries, creation of basis upon which decision can be taken, 

enhancing contemporary status evidence, etc. The finding from this study corresponds with that 

of Bandele (as cited in Bandek & Adebule, 2013) which found that “educational research is one 

of the ways of advancing human knowledge, finding solutions to pressing human problems, 

creating the basis upon which decisions can be taken, instituting new discoveries, enhancing 

contemporary status evidence, aiding educational innovation and also helping to improve on 

educational services” (P. 99). 

Research Question Three: What is the impact of undergraduates’ attitude on educational research 

output? 

Data providing answers to this question is presented in Table 3 

Table 3: Impact of Undergraduates’ Attitude on Educational Research Output 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

      
  

Options Mean 

inadequate motivation to carry out educational research 3.19 

Inefficiency/poor research skills displayed during research 3.19 
process 

Inability to structure a good research topic 3.04 

Inability to formulate a clear research questions or testable research 3.02 

hypotheses 

Inability to analyse data generated from administered questionnaire 2.97 

Inability to write a good summary, conclusion and recommendations 2.94 

Inability to apply APA style of referencing 2.98 

Inability to source and write review of related literature 2.97 

Aggregate Mean 3.00 

Criterion Mean 2.50 

The impact of undergraduates’ attitude on educational research output was shown in 

Table 3. As shown in Table 3, the aggregate mean of 3.00 is higher than the criterion mean of 

2.50 and this implies that undergraduates’ attitude has several impact on educational research 

output. These include inadequate motivation to carry out educational research, inefficient/poor 

research skills, inability to structure a good research topic, inability to formulate a clear research 
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questions or testable research hypotheses, inability to analyse data generated from administered 

questionnaire, etc. The finding from this study supports that of Ojo (2007) that there exists a 

downward trend in the output of educational research carried out by undergraduates, which is at 

variance with the gold standards of excellence that were-sought by pioneer educationist. 

Testing of the Research Hypothesis/Discussion of the Findings 

This section provides answers to the research hypothesis that was formulated in chapter 

one of this study and is presented in Table 4. 

Hypothesis: There is no significance difference between 300 and 400 Level undergraduates and 

their attitudes towards educational research. 

Data pertaining to the research hypothesis is presented in Table 4. 

Table 4: Difference between 300 and 400 #£Level Undergraduates 

and their Attitudes towards Educational Research 

  

  

  

Level of | N Mean |SD | a Z-cal P-value | Decision 

Study 

300 92 23.7 |4.4 | 0.05 | 184 0.843 Not 

significant 
400 94 22.2 | 4.4                   
  

The result of Levene’s test for equality of variances as shown in Table 4 is 0.843 which is 

greater than 0.05 alpha level, hence, “Equal variances assumed” was used for the result. It was 

also revealed in Table 4 that there is no significant difference in the scores for the statistical 

mean/standard deviation of the attitudes of 300 and 400 level undergraduates towards 

educational research. 300 level ({M=23.7, SD=4.4} and 400 level {M=22.2, SD=4.4}; df=184, 

z-cal=O0.843, p-value =0.022). The null hypothesis is therefore accepted. This implies that there 

is no significant difference between the attitudes of 300 and 400 level undergraduates towards 

educational research in the Department of Library and Information Science, Delta State 

University, Abraka. The finding of this study corresponds to that of Ojo (2007) and 

Onwueghuzie (2003) that undergraduates were extremely frightened at statistical/mathematical 

related courses and would have preferred to take alternative courses if not that it was one of the 

core requirements for graduation at higher institutions. 
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Conclusion 

Based on the aforementioned findings in this study, the researcher has come to a 

conclusion that, the undergraduates under this study exhibit negative attitudes towards 

educational research and other statistical related courses (such as research methods in Library 

and Information Science, database management system, statistics in Library and Information 

Science, etc.) which were prompted by several factors such as their lack of interest toward 

educational research, anxiety towards statistical and other related mathematically courses, 

inadequate literature search skills, etc. The attitude of the undergraduates has a direct impact on 

the educational research outputs that were carried out by the students as this has resulted in poor 

result output of undergraduates and duplication of research projects. Also, educational research is 

important to Ihe very existence of Library and Information Science programme because it serves 

as a way of finding solutions to mirage of problems that are arising in the profession on a daily 

basis as a result of the insatiable quest of man. 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings from this study, the oliowing recommendations were proffered by 

the researcher: 

i. Lecturers and university administrators should carry out wide range campaign on 

campus to sensitize undergraduates in order awareness on the importance of educational 

research to library and information science programme. 

ii. Seminar/workshop should be organized for undergraduates as part of their curricula 

activities through which the various factors responsible for their exhibition of negative 

attitude towards educational research will be discussed and possible solutions provided. 

iii. Orientation programme or seminar should be organized were experienced lecturers will 

be assigned to discuss in details the various chapters in a research projects. 

iv. Students should be made to present a seminar work that is similar to a research project 

at their 300 level as a way of preparing them towards their final year where they will 

carry out their research projects. 
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